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Tintwistle  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 


T o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  1938. 

The  Cotton  Trade,  on  which  the  inhabitants  of  your  district 
chiefly  depend  for  their  livelihood,  is  still  in  a  terribly  depressed 
state  and  at  the  moment  there  seems  no  glimmer  of  hope  of  any 
improvement. 

UNEMPLOYMENT. 

I  am  sorry  not  being  able  to  give  the  number  of  unem¬ 
ployed  in  your  area  this  year,  as  I  have  previously  done,  owing 
to  a  change  in  the  method  of  enumerating  same. 

I  can  only  give  you  the  figures  to  December  31st,  1938,  for 
the  whole  Longdendale  Valley  which  includes  Broadbottom, 
Mottram,  Hollingworth  and  Tintwistle. 

Men.  Boys.  Women.  Girls.  Total. 

No.  of  persons 

Wholly  unemployed  .  254  ...  7  ...  131  ...  5  ...  397 

Temporarily  stopped.  136  ...  7  ...  147  ...  3  ...  293 

Totals  .  390  ...  14  ...  278  ...  8  ...  690 
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BIRTH  RATE. 


The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  is  13.2  compared  with  10.5  for 
the  previous  year  and  15.1  for  England  and  Wales. 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  Death  Rate  for  1938  is  22.4  compared  with  8.9  for  the 
previous  year  and  11.6  for  England  and  Wales.  This  is  very 
high.  The  number  of  elderly  people  who  died  was  large  and 
the  population  small,  hence  the  high  death  rate. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

As  will  be  seen  from  my  report  there  were  more  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  reported  than  in  previous  years. 

HOUSING. 

The  houses  on  the  Speedwell  Housing  Estate  are  finished 
and  will  be  a  great  acquisition  to  the  district. 

MORTUARY. 

An  up-to-date  and  well-equipped  Mortuary,  at  a  cost  of 
about  £600,  has  been  erected  in  Hollingworth.  The  cost  was 
defrayed  by  the  Longdendale  Urban  District  and  Tintwistle 
R.D.  Councils. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  of  the  district  is  carried  out  by  the  Council 
in  a  very  efficient  manner. 

I  must  thank  Mr.  Bell,  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his 
valuable  assistance  during  the  year. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEORGE  J.  AWBURN,  B.Hy., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICAL. 

The  following  are  the  general  statistics  for  the  year  1938:  — 
Area  of  District  (acres) .  11,855 


Estimated  Population:  Estimated  Resident  Population  1,204 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1938)  according 

to  Rate  Books .  437 

Rateable  Value .  £23,854 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate .  £99 

Births:  Legitimate  ...  7  males;  9  females;  total  .  15 

Illegitimate  ...  0  ,,  ;  1  ,,  ;  total  .  1 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of 

child  birth .  Nil. 

Still  Births  (legitimate)  .  Nil. 

Birth  Rate .  13.2 

Death  Rate .  22.4 

Infantile  Death  Rate .  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  Whooping  Cough  or  Diarrhoea  Nil. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  AREA. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres :  The  following  pro¬ 

visions  of  the  Public  Health  Services  have  remained  unaltered  : 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities. 

( b )  Ambulance  facilities. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  homes. 

(d)  Hospitals  :  Public  and  Voluntary. 

( e )  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


Tintwistle  is  well  supplied  with  water  by  the  Tintwistle 
Waterworks  Company.  More  houses  have  been  put  on  the 
Water  Carriage  system.  Overtures  have  been  made  by  the 
Council  to  take  over  the  Waterworks  Company  but  the  negotia¬ 
tions  failed.  Manchester  Corporation  is  putting  in  a  pump  to 
supply  24,000  gallons  a  day  as  required. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA. 

Vide  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  two  Elementary  Schools  in  Tintwistle.  They 
have  a  good  water  supply,  are  well  ventilated  and  the  sanitary 
conveniences  are  satisfactory  and  adequate. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  reported  during 
the  year,  and  only  one  Non-Respiratory.  This  case  was  sent  to 
an  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Four  specimens  of  Sputum  were  sent  up  to  Chester  for 
examination  for  T.B.  One  was  positive  and  three  negative. 

MILK. 

The  village  is  supplied  with  milk  by  the  farmers  in  the 
surrounding  district  and  the  Co-operative  Society.  There  are 
no  accredited  milk  purveyors.  As  you  will  see  from  the 
Inspector’s  report,  six  samples  were  taken  and  one  was  found 
adulterated.  Samples  for  T.B.  are  taken  by  the  County 
Inspectors,  who  do  not  issue  a  separate  report  for  each  district. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Total 

Cases 

cases 

admitted  to 

Total 

Disease. 

notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

6 

.  Nil. 

...  Nil. 

Diphtheria  . 

6 

5 

1 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

...  Nil. 

Scarlet  Fever:  Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year.  All  were  treated  at  home  and  of  a  mild  type. 

Diphtheria:  Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  last  quarter 

of  the  year.  All  the  swabs  were  positive.  Five  were  sent  to 

hospital  and  one  nursed  at  home.  There  was  one  death,  viz., 

a  child  aged  3  years.  The  first  case  was  notified  November  25th. 

From  December  20th  to  December  28th  five  more  cases  were 

notified.  All  contacts  had  throat  and  nasal  swabs  taken  and  the 
* 

homes  disinfected. 

Should  a  carrier  be  discovered  he  was  treated  by  his  own 
doctor  and  not  allowed  to  mingle  with  other  people  until  a 
negative  swab  was  obtained.  I  should  like  to  point  out  the 
desirability  of  always  taking  a  nasal  swab  as  in  90%  of  the 
carriers  it  was  the  nasal  swab  which  was  positive. 

As  a  number  of  children  from  the  C.E.  school  were  suffer¬ 
ing  from  sore  throats  the  school  was  disinfected. 

All  the  parties  and  entertainments  were  postponed  until  the 
disease  abated. 
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I  think  the  disease  came  from  the  Borough  of  Glossop 
where  one  of  the  cases  went  to  school.  There  had  been  cases  in 
that  school. 

Analysis  of  the  Total  Notified  Cases  under  the  following 
Age  Groups :  — 

Scarlet  Fever  2-10 .  5  Cases. 

10-15 .  1  „ 

Diphtheria  ...  1-10 .  4  Cases. 

10-15  .  1  „ 


PREVENTION  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  given  Anti-Toxin  supplied  by 
the  Council,  and  the  families  isolated.  Five  cases  were  sent  to 
hospital  and  one  treated  at  home.  The  houses  were  disinfected. 

Immunization  against  Diptheria  is  not  undertaken  by  the 
Council. 

Head  Teachers  of  schools  report  to  the  M.O.H.  any  case 
of  supposed  infectious  disease  amongst  their  scholars. 

ADULTERATION. 

Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 

Mr.  Hallard,  Chief  Inspector  for  the  County  of  Chester 
under  the  above  Act,  reports  as  having  taken  the  following 
samples  during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1938. 
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Number  Number 

Name  of  Sample.  Obtained.  Adulterated. 


Milk . 

Sweets  (Boiled)  . 

Brawn . 

Stomach  Powder 


6  .  1 

1  . .  — 

1  . .  — 

1  .  — 

9  1 


Only  one  sample  of  milk  was  reported  against  as  being  12% 
deficient  in  fat.  This  case  was  not  regarded  as  being  serious 
enough  to  warrant  legal  proceedings  being  taken  against  the 
vendor  and  he  was,  accordingly  cautioned. 

HOUSING. 

Twenty  new  houses  have  been  erected  by  the  Council  on 
the  Speedwell  Housing  Estate.  They  are  built  of  stone  and  of 
the  parlour  type.  They  contain  three  bed-rooms,  bath-room, 
lavatory,  hot  and  cold  water  and  electric  light.  The  rents  are : 
ten  at  10s. ;  six  at  10s.  6d. ;  two  at  10s.  8|d. ;  and  two  at  11s.  l£d., 
including  rates. 

The  houses  are  well  situated  and  built  in  the  form  of  a 
square  with  garden  in  the  centre.  They  take  the  place  of  the 
old  houses  situated  in  Old  Road,  which  were  pulled  down  by  a 


Demolition  Order. 

£  s.  d. 

Cost  of  Buildings  .  501  0  0 

Roads  and  Sewers  .  47  0  0 

Land .  24  0  0 


Per  Plouse .  £572  0  0 


The  Council  bought  the  land  at  a  cost  of  £480. 
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Housing  Statistics. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1938. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  .  70 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose .  90 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation .  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  15 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 

formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers .  20 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  9  (1)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  30 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  30 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil. 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  30 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  30 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil. 
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C. — Proceedings  under  sections  11 — 13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders .  Nil. 


D. — Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Plousing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ...  Nil. 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  deter¬ 
mined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  ren¬ 
dered  fit . .  . .  .  Nil. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  and 

WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspection  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 
Premises.  Inspections. 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices. 

Number  of 
Occupiers 
prosecuted. 

Factories  . 

2 

...  Nil.  ... 

Nil. 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . 

3 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(Including  Works’ p  Laundries) 

Workplaces  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
Premises) 

Total . 

5 

...  Nil.  ... 

Nil. 
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Sanitary  Inspector  s  Report. 


Council  Offices, 

Manchester  Road, 
Tintwistle . 

January  1st,  1939. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tintwistle 
Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  yearly  report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1938.  I  wish  to  thank  the  Clerk, 
Mr.  Osbaldeston,  and  Councillors  for  the  help  they  have  given 
me  during  that  time.  A  copy  of  this  report  has  been  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  together  with  list  of 
inspections  made  and  notices  served. 

Twenty  New  Houses  were  built  during  1938. 

HOUSING. 

There  are  437  inhabited  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  and 
no  cellar  dwellings.  There  are  two  back-to-back  houses  at  the 
bottom  of  Old  Road,  Tintwistle,  and  these  are  being  made  into 
one  house. 


HOUSING  ACTS. 

Houses  have  been  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 
In  all  cases  where  Statutory  Notices  have  been  served  the 
necessary  work  has  been  made  under  Section  17  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930. 
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CLOSETS,  ASHPITS,  ETC. 

In  the  Urban  part  of  the  district  the  House  Refuse  is 
collected  weekly  by  the  Rural  District  Council.  A  galvanized 
iron  dustbin  has  been  provided  for  each  house  in  accordance 
with  notices  served  by  the  Council.  In  the  Rural  parts  the 
refuse  is  removed  by  the  occupiers,  except  at  Woodhead  and 
Crowden  districts,  where  it  is  removed  by  the  owners — the 
Manchester  Corporation  Waterworks  Department.  Com¬ 
plaints  re  full  ashpits  have  been  very  few. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

The  type  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  in  use  in  the  district 
are  privies,  pail  closets,  waste  water  closets  and  water  closets. 
Notice  has  been  served  by  the  Council,  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Section  46)  requiring  all 
privies  to  be  filled  up  or  removed. 

A  new  sewer  has  been  laid  along  Woodhead  Road, 
Tintwistle.  At  present  the  figures  relating  to  Sanitary  Con¬ 


veniences  are  as  follows  :  — 

Privies  or  pails  remaining .  31 

Water  closets .  309 

Waste  water  closets .  38 


Water  closets  fixed  during  1938  .  12 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supplies  were  adequate  in  all  parts  of  the  district,  but 
there  may  be  a  shortage  in  a  dry  season  because  of  the 
increased  number  of  water  closets.  A  sample  of  water  has  been 
taken  from  the  Manchester  supply  and  proved  satisfactory. 

COWKEEPERS. 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers  registered  are  five.  Dairies 
are  attached  to  the  farmhouses,  but  as  a  rule  only  small 
quantities  of  milk  are  kept  on  the  premises,  as  it  is  generally 
sold  and  delivered  on  the  day  of  production.  The  greater 
portion  of  milk  is  retailed  locally. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


There  is  only  one  registered  Slaughterhouse  in  the  district 
and  this  is  seldom  used.  The  number  of  butchers  in  the 
district  is  three,  two  of  whom  sell  meat  wholly  from  animals 
slaughtered  outside  the  district. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Only  one  in  the  district — Tripe-boiling.  The  premises  are 
not  regularly  used  and  there  have  been  no  complaints. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district. 

PLACES  WHERE  FOOD  IS  PRODUCED  OR  SOLD. 

These  places  are  very  few.  No  food  has  been  examined 
which  would  have  been  dangerous  to  health. 

SMOKE  OBSERVATIONS. 

There  is  only  one  mill  chimney  in  the  district.  Three 
observations  have  been  taken,  but  no  excessive  smoke  has 
been  emitted. 

SEWAGE  WORKS. 

During  the  year  1938  alterations  have  been  carried  out  at 
the  Sewage  Works :  new  Settling  Beds,  repairs  to  Sprinklers, 
etc. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  thirteen  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Tint- 
wistle  during  1938.  Some  were  treated  in  hospital  and  a 
number  of  “carriers”  kept  under  observation.  Two  schools 
were  fumigated  and  loose  books  and  pencils  destroyed;  in 
addition  20  rooms  have  been  fumigated  by  Sulphuric  (S.O.2) 
cylinders. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  BELL, 

Cert.,  Royal  San.  Institute. 
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TINTWISTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Tabular  Statement  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  Year  Ending  December  31st,  1938. 
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May  31st,  1939.  (Signed)  WILLIAM  BELL,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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